
 

 

 

 

 

 

12 March 2020 

Dear parent, 

 

Health Minister Zweli Mkhize has reported that there are currently 13 confirmed cases of COVID-19 (coronavirus) in 

South Africa. Basic Education Minister Angie Motshekga has encouraged schools to share information with parents, 

staff and students on protecting themselves against the coronavirus.  

In this spirit, we have formulated an Action Plan for Brandcliff House with the following aims: 

1. Avoid panic and the spread of misinformation. 
2. Ensure that students, parents and teachers follow preventative measures. 
3. Ensure that teaching and learning continues. 

 

How coronavirus spreads 

The coronavirus is not airborne, and spreads mainly from person-to-person: 

 Between people who are in close contact with one another (within about 1 metre). 

 Through respiratory droplets produced when an infected person coughs or sneezes. These droplets can land 
in the mouths or noses of people who are nearby or possibly be inhaled into the lungs. 

 It may be possible that a person can get COVID-19 by touching a surface or object that has the virus on it and 
then touching their own mouth, nose, or possibly their eyes (CDC). 
 

Most people infected with COVID-19 experience mild symptoms and recover. However, some go on to experience 

more serious illness and may require hospital care. Risk of serious illness rises with age: people over 40 seem to be 

more vulnerable than those under 40. People with weakened immune systems and people with conditions such as 

diabetes, heart and lung disease are also more vulnerable to serious illness (World Health Organization). 

Personal Preventative Measures (For students, parents and teachers) 

1. Wash hands frequently with alcohol-based hand rub, or with soap and water. We encourage parents to 
supply their child with alcohol-based hand sanitizer, as this is a simple and cost-effective method of 
promoting hygiene, regardless of COVID-19. Encourage your child to wash/sanitize hands frequently. 

2. Avoid touching your face, mouth and eyes unless hands have been thoroughly washed. 
3. When coughing or sneezing, cover your mouth and nose with a tissue or a flexed elbow. Dispose of used 

tissues immediately into a closed bin. 
4. Avoid close contact with anyone who has a fever or a cough. 
5. If you have a fever, cough, and difficulty breathing, seek medical care immediately. (World Health 

Organization). 

Please Turn Over 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/about/transmission.html
https://www.who.int/docs/default-source/coronaviruse/getting-workplace-ready-for-covid-19.pdf?sfvrsn=359a81e7_6
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/advice-for-public
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/advice-for-public


 

School-Based Preventative Measures  

 

1. Educating our learners, parents and teachers on the personal preventative measures outlined above. 
2. Learners and staff were informed at Assembly of the nature of COVID-19 and the precautions to take. 
3. Our maintenance staff routinely sanitizes desks, door handles, and other high-contact zones in addition to 

our standard cleaning operations. 
4. Hand soap and disposable hand towels are provided in all bathrooms. 

 

Conclusion 

Due to the relatively low number of cases in South Africa, there is no immediate need for panic. However, out of an 

abundance of caution we do request that our students, teachers and parents practice the preventative measures 

described above. We will closely monitor the situation in conjunction with the Department of Education and the 

Department of Health.  

Should South Africa see an increase in the number of coronavirus cases, the school will take further preventative 

steps. In a worst-case scenario, missed school days will be made up over holiday periods, to ensure that no learner is 

disadvantaged. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Jonathan Linde 

Principal  

 

 

 

For additional information: 

Contact the South African National Department of Health COVID-19 Hotline at 0800 029 999 for advice on 

treatment. 

Visit the World Health Organization (WHO) website for coronavirus updates: http://www.who.int 

 

 

 

http://www.who.int/

