
 

 

 

 

 

16 March 2020 

 

Dear parent, 

 

Last night, President Cyril Ramaphosa announced that all South African schools must close 

from Wednesday 18 March until Tuesday 14 April 2020 to prevent the spread of the COVID-

19 virus. Brandcliff House will abide by this instruction. 

However, this is not the time for panic and misinformation. Rather, we will make rational 

decisions by following guidelines from the Department of Education, Department of Health, 

the National Institute for Communicable Diseases, and the World Health Organization as 

and when they become available. We will continue to keep parents informed of 

developments as they relate to your child’s education at Brandcliff House. 

In the academic interests of our learners, we will continue to follow our Mini Exam timetable 

on Monday 16 March and Tuesday 17 March, but school will be closed on Wednesday 18 

March in line with the President’s declaration. The school office will remain open from 08:30 

– 13:00 from Wednesday 18 March to Friday 20 March. We will communicate with parents 

during the week of 6 April 2020 and provide updates on the way forward. 

Academic Measures 

Teachers and staff are taking steps to ensure that distance learning continues in the event of 

a prolonged school closure. We will update parents and students on these strategies during 

the week of 6 April 2020.  

Students must ensure that all workbooks and textbooks are collected from the school by 

Tuesday 17 March. This is to enable teaching and learning to continue remotely, should the 

need arise.  

No learner will be disadvantaged academically by this closure. We will take all measures 

necessary to ensure that lost teaching time is made up during the academic year. 

Preventative Measures 

In addition to our standard sanitizing procedures, we have taken additional steps to sanitize 

tables, benches and desks, and other high contact zones on the property. Disinfectant hand 

sanitizer is available in all bathrooms. Disinfectant wipes have been distributed to teachers. 

Please turn over 

https://www.education.gov.za/
https://www.health.gov.za/
https://www.nicd.ac.za/
https://www.who.int/


 

For the remaining days of school, during school closures, and beyond, we strongly urge 

teachers, parents and learners to practice the following preventative measures to avoid the 

spread of COVID-19: 

 Avoid non-essential travel. 

 Practice social distancing - avoid large gatherings, shopping malls, cinemas, and 

crowds etc. 

 Frequent washing/sanitizing of hands and surfaces. 

 Sneezing/coughing into a flexed elbow or tissue. 

 Avoid touching the eyes, mouth and nose. 

 Report fever-like symptoms or respiratory difficulty to your healthcare provider 

telephonically, alternatively contact the NICD Hotline: 0800 029 999 

 Emergency Contact 

As the school reception will be closed from Friday 20 March, please address queries to 

principal@brandcliffhouse.co.za. This mailbox will be attended throughout the school 

closures. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Jonathan Linde 

Principal  
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