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Newsletter 19/03                                                                                      5 March 2019  
 

“He who asks a question is a fool for a minute; he who does not remains a fool 
forever.” –Chinese proverb. 

 
NB: Students do not receive a hard copy of our newsletter. While we do keep 
them informed during school assemblies, please also pass on relevant info to 
them. 
 
Important Information: 
 
Grade 9-11 Parents. 
We are finding that every year there are some Matric students who are not in 
possession of their ID cards. 
It is compulsory for students to use ID numbers when they register to write the NSC 
(National Senior Certificate) exams at the end of matric. In the past, students were 
allowed to use the number provided on their birth certificates. Please note that as 
soon as your child turns 16, you should apply for an Identity Document. You can now 
apply through the banks for your child’s ID if they hold their own bank account. This 
can be done online and takes about 4 to 6 weeks. Please do not leave it to the 
last minute. Without an ID number, your child will not be allowed to register for 
matric. 
 
Mini-Exams: 
Exams will run from Monday 11 March to Friday 15 March. Exam timetables have 
been issued to the students, as well as an Information Booklet containing details of 
the work that should be studied for the exams. Please ensure that you keep a copy 
of the timetable for yourselves and monitor your children’s studying. Also please 
notify transport companies of the finishing times of the exams. Any student who is 
absent for an exam and does not submit a doctor’s letter will receive “0”. Please do 
not make appointments or holiday plans for your children prior to school closing on 
Friday 15 March. 
Please be aware that during exams, depending on the finishing time of the 2nd 
Session exam, the office will close early usually by 1.30 pm. 
 
Tuck Shop during Mini-Exams: 
The tuck shop will be open both before school and at break during the exam period. 
Please ensure that your child has breakfast every morning (or buys a couple of 
muffins before school) and has a nutritious snack before the second exam, (or buys 
food items from the tuck shop). The children need to have eaten in order to keep 
their concentration levels up and brains functioning well during this time! 
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Stationery: 
Please ensure that your child has all their stationery requirements for their exams. 
All stationery must be carried in a see-through plastic bag or pencil case. The 
office sells clear plastic pencil cases with a plastic ruler at a cost of R50 each. They 
are ideal for the exams as they hold all that the student might need, including the all-
important calculator. Proceeds from the sale of these pencil cases go towards the 
Special Wings Foundation. Please remember that the office staff do not have 
“spare” calculators. PLEASE make sure that the calculator is in the student’s pencil 
case for all exams. 
 
Leaving Early: 
Please notify the office either the day before, if possible, or first thing in the morning, 
if a student is to be collected early and tell us who will be collecting them. Students 
must be signed out by whoever is collecting them and they must be collected from 
the office. It is quite disruptive, if parents just arrive and want to take their child out. If 
we have notice, we can make sure the child is in the office on your arrival with the 
least amount of disruption to the teacher and class.  
If a child is not feeling well, they must come to the office, and we will phone the 
parent if necessary. Please do not allow the child to phone and arrange going 
home without first coming to the office. These rules are for your child’s safety. 
 
Regarding Matric students, if they need to go home for any reason, they need 
permission from their subject teachers and Mr. Linde. Parents please encourage 
your children to try to stay for the full day, especially if they are in Matric. It is such a 
short year for them and every minute in the class room is beneficial to them. 
 
COMING UP SOON…. 
 
Woolworths Educational Programme: 
On Wednesday 6th March, the Grade 8, 9 & 11 Business Studies students will be 
visiting the Woolworths Distribution Centre in Midrand with Mr. Hornsved. We hope 
that this visit will be of great interest to the students. The bus will be leaving at 08:15 
after Assembly and will return between 13:00 and 13:30. The students may go home 
when they arrive back at school. 
 
Computer Olympiad: 
Learners will be participating in the SA National Computer Olympiad. The Olympiad 
runs until 8 March 2019 and will take place during school hours, during lessons in 
the computer lab. There is no cost involved. 
 
“The Shakespeare Interview”: 
This Cape Town based company is hosting an “interview” with William Shakespeare. 
We hope that the Grade 11 and Grade 12 students will find it interesting and helpful 
in understanding better the study of Shakespeare’s plays that they study for English 
and especially for the Matrics to help with their final exams.  
 
Support a Worthy Cause: Kids Haven: 
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Kids Haven looks after 170 kids and is running a “pack a sack” campaign once 
again. They would love Brandcliff House to participate again. If you’ve been thinking 
of a spring-clean, this is a golden opportunity to recycle items in good condition. 
Almost anything can be either used or sold to raise money for the children’s needs: 
clothing – children and adults; shoes; toys and games; books – children and adults; 
any household items. They will be dropping off the “sacks” for the Brandcliff families, 
early next term. We have been allocated the month of “May” to gather as much as 
we can to donate to this worthy cause. Maybe the upcoming holiday is a good time 
to de-clutter. You can start bringing donations in from now, and we will hand it all 
over at the end of May. 
 
 
WHAT’S HAPPENED RECENTLY… 
 
 
Valentine’s Day 14 February: was a great success. Even though there was a 
general power outage, the students made the most of what was available. Rain also 
didn’t dampen their enthusiasm and the matrics were able to raise a nice amount of 
money to add to their funds for their matric dance. 
 
 
School Expo at Cliffview Primary School:  On 28th February 2019, Mr. Linde and 
Mrs. Hansen manned the Brandcliff House table at the school expo at Cliffview 
Primary School. Many Grade 6 and 7 pupils and their parents were interested to see 
what Brandcliff House has to offer. 
 
 
Mix Battle Contest: 
Our regular Mix Battle competition took place this term, and we received many 
creative and well-produced pieces of music of all genres. Learners were given the 
opportunity to rate each of the submissions. We had generous prize support from the 
school as well as Krispy Kreme SA. The following students received awards during 
assembly on the 20th February 2019, for their Mix Battle submissions:  
 

 1st Prize:  Andre Thurston (Grade 9) 

 2nd Prize: Calvin Matiza (Grade 8) 

 3rd Prize: Kayleb Sass (Grade 12) 
 

Well done to all learners who submitted their music. Entries from previous Mix 
Battles can be accessed on our website. 
 
 
Wonder Caves: 
The students had a very interesting trip to Wonder Cave on Wednesday the 27th 
February 2019. Wonder Cave is the third-largest chamber cave in South Africa, and 
is believed to be 2.2 billion years old. After a steep flight of stairs, we descended into 
the 60m-deep chamber by elevator, and were greeted with the fascinating sight of 
massive stalactite and stalagmite formations, 80% of which are still growing. Wonder 
Cave was mined for lime for a brief period before the Anglo-Boer War, and the 
remnants of mining equipment can still be seen on the cave floor. Due to the recent 

https://www.brandcliffhouse.co.za/mix-battle/
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rains, the cave was very humid, dripping fresh water from the stalactites into pools 
on the cave floor. The guides were very informative, and the trip was very beneficial 
to our learners. Click here for photos from the outing. 
World Maths Day Competition: 
On 27th February 2019, learners from Brandcliff House participated in the World 
Maths Day Competition at Greenside High School. Mrs. Goertz accompanied the 
following teams: 
 

 Team 1: Ofentse Kunene (Gr 10), Taliah Samodien (Gr 11), Elenor Kandasami 
(Gr 12) 

 Team 2: Cameron Ross (Gr 10), Tyrique Wagner (Gr 11), Sachin Ramgoon Gr 12 

 Team 3: Karabo Antone (Gr 10), Andrea Jenkins (Gr 11), Nick de Boer (Gr 11) 

 Helpers: Kelly Maroney (Gr 11), Nihaal Nagia (Gr 11), Nadia Ballim (Gr 12),  
Kayleb Sass (Gr 12) 

 
The teams performed well together, and had a lot of fun! Well done to all those who 
represented our school at this prestigious event. Thank you to Mrs. Goertz for 
organizing our attendance. Click to see photos from the competition.  
 
eSports Sponsorship: 
We received 5 Onikuma and EXAVP pro-gaming headsets from the Deal Magic 
team, as prizes in our upcoming LAN tournament in Term 2. Deal Magic is an online 
store specializing in gadgets and electronic equipment. We are extremely grateful for 
their generous sponsorship! Visit Deal Magic online or follow their Facebook page. 
 
General: 

Tutors@Your Service: We come to you. Tutors have achieved distinctions in area 

of subject and are reliable and highly recommended. Primary and High School. All 

school subjects, including exam facilitation. TEFL trained tutors for Foreign English 

lessons. Contact Mandy 082 217 2077/ Theresa 083 453 4792                                  

e-mail: smp@icon.co.za or www.tutorsatyourservice.co.za 

MATHS/SCIENCE TUTOR: Very experienced teacher. Based in Weltevreden Park. 

Contact Ruth on Cell-phone:  0835947976 

 

https://www.facebook.com/brandcliffhouse/posts/2854625734548374
https://www.facebook.com/brandcliffhouse/posts/2852952581382356
https://www.dealmagic.co.za/
https://www.facebook.com/DealMagicSA
mailto:smp@icon.co.za
http://www.tutorsatyourservice.co.za/

